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FOR IMMEDIATE USE

Date Friday 19th  March 2010.
Dying Matters –“Lets talk about it”

Nearly 70 invited guests from  key  local  businesses  attended a Breakfast Meeting at 
Douglas  Macmillan  Hospice  today to hear about the National Dying Matters 

Campaign  and  to understand the work of the Hospice. 
The Hospice is part of a coalition campaigning to transform public attitudes towards 

death ,dying and bereavement in the U.K. 

The Government has placed End of Life Care at the centre of its five year strategy for

the  NHS. The strategy commits to giving patients approaching the end of their  life ,

the  right to choose where they wish to spend their final days

At present 56-70% .of people would prefer to die  at  home , yet of the 500,000 people 

who  die  each year in  England , 58% die in hospitals . 

Michelle  Roberts , Chief Executive of the Hospice said ; 

“ It  has been said that what we fear most about dying is the associated loss of control.

By empowering patients to express their  wishes , that control can be restored.

The Dying Matters coalition believes that promoting openness and communication are 

the first steps to achieving this. We are committed to supporting changing  knowledge ,

attitudes and behaviours around death and dying, and aim to encourage a greater 
willingness to engage on death and bereavement issues”.

Chris Myatt, Chairman of the Board of Trusteees  said ;

“Just like your own organisations , the  Dougie Mac is an integral part of the N.Staffs 

Community . We are the only adult hospice in this area providing palliative care, both

 here  at the Hospice at Blurton but also and ever increasingly in the community itself ,

namely  our Hospice at Home Service .

The community that we serve and the people who support us are your employees,

your customers , your suppliers and the people who recognise your own businesses 

in that  community .

I would ask you all to think how you can cascade these thoughts and encourage 

others to care and to help. The Hospice was opened in 1973 , we continue to grow and 

expand our services that we offer and we don’t expect that to change . 
We want to be there for when a  colleague , an acquaintance, someone you just know 

or even a family member might need our help. For that , we need continued support 

and we need your help to get it.”

NOTES TO EDITORS
1. Douglas Macmillan Hospice provides specialist palliative care for adults across North Staffordshire who face cancer and other life-limiting illnesses 

2. Care is provided at the Hospice and in people’s homes across the community.

3. The Hospice is independent (it receives no funding from any national charity) and has no association with any organisation bearing the same or a similar name.

4. It costs over £7 million each year to run and develop the full range of services form the Hospice. More than two thirds of money comes from local voluntary donations.

For quotes and comments on behalf of Douglas Macmillan Hospice, contact in the first instance should be made through Peter Keller on 01782  344304
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